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in the oil and gas industry in the
United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of H.R.
1117.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FOSSELLA addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f
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MEETING THE NEEDS OF OUR
VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Nevada
(Ms. BERKLEY) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the veterans in my
district, Congressional District 1 in the
State of Nevada. I represent Las Vegas,
Nevada. Let me tell my colleagues a
little bit about it. I have got the fast-
est growing district in the United
States. I have the fastest growing vet-
erans population in the United States.
There are only three States that have
an increasing veterans population in
this country: Florida, Arizona and the
State of Nevada. A preponderance of
those veterans that are moving to
those three States are coming to the
State of Nevada. Let me tell my col-
leagues what the problems are.

First, I will tell my colleagues during
my campaign the veterans took me
under their wing and educated me
about the problems that they are fac-
ing. We developed a relationship that
transcends politics, and we become
very close family, we become friends,
and I have come here to be an advocate
on their behalf.

In the State of Nevada, in southern
Nevada, we have a wonderful new vet-
erans’ clinic, we have a wonderful new
hospital, we have wonderful state-of-
the-art equipment, and we have a
brand new cemetery.

Let me tell my colleagues what we do
not have. We do not have enough doc-
tors, and there is not enough funding
to hire doctors. I have got incidents
after incidents of older veterans who
come to the clinic because they have
medical problems and they cannot get
in to see a doctor. I have one incident
of a veteran that has a lump, and when
he went to the veterans’ clinic to have
a biopsy, he was told that he could not
see a doctor, he could not get that bi-
opsy for 5 months. Nobody, nobody,

should have to go through the pain and
anguish of not knowing what their
medical condition is, particularly a
veteran who has given so much and
sacrificed so much on behalf of this
country.

We do not have enough nurses in Ne-
vada. I do not have enough technicians
to work that wonderful new equipment.
So the medical equipment that would
help these veterans sits idle because
there is no one that knows how to work
the equipment.

I have a wonderful new cemetery, as
I stated, but let me tell my colleagues
I do not have enough equipment and
there is not enough personnel to bury
those veterans that are dying in south-
ern Nevada, and as our veterans popu-
lation ages, as those veterans keep
coming to retire in southern Nevada,
what am I to tell those families that
are suffering because they have just
lost a loved one? Do I tell that family
during their most horrible time of need
that we cannot bury their loved one be-
cause we do not have enough personnel
at the cemetery? We do not have
enough equipment to do this last act of
honor for this great veteran? I cannot
in good conscience do that.

Mr. Speaker, I do not have enough
money for counselors, so when I have
veterans that are coming to southern
Nevada that need counseling because
they have got a drug abuse problem,
because they are suffering from alco-
holism or they are roaming the streets
of southern Nevada, downtown Las
Vegas, because they are homeless that
we do not have enough caring in this
country, we do not have enough con-
cern for these veterans to make sure
that we do not have adequate coun-
seling and help in their time of need?

The President’s flat line budget that
he submitted to Congress was wholly
inadequate to serve the needs of the
veterans in this country. I am opposed
to it, but I fear that the meager in-
crease that we have proposed here in
Congress is also inadequate to meet the
needs of our veterans in this country.
The $1.9 billion that has been passed by
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, a
committee that I sit on and am hon-
ored to serve on, will not begin to
make a dent in the problems that we
are suffering and we are facing in
southern Nevada.

I ask all of my colleagues to join
with me to vote in favor of the alter-
native proposal, one that is supported
by all of the veterans groups across our
great country, to add $3.2 billion to the
President’s budget so that we can fi-
nally provide the services that our vet-
erans justly deserve, that we have a re-
sponsibility to provide and one that all
Americans who owe these great vet-
erans our lives, our liberties and our
American way of life. Let us unite to-
gether and help our veterans in their
hour of need.

KOSOVA KILLINGS CALLED A
MASSACRE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, last Thurs-
day the House very wisely passed a res-
olution giving the President the au-
thority to send U.S. troops to Kosova
as a part of NATO, and at the time
many of us arguing in favor of the reso-
lution said that it was necessary for
the United States to be a leader of
NATO and to show that we are the
leader and to have 4000 of our troops, if
necessary, participate in the NATO
peacekeeping force which would only
be 15 percent of the total and which
would in essence be a poster child for
burden sharing. When I got up to the
floor, as did many of my colleagues, we
talked about genocide and ethnic
cleansing and said that it was impor-
tant for NATO to have a presence in
Kosova in order to prevent ethnic
cleansing.

Today in the front page of the Wash-
ington Post there is unfortunately an
article which says ‘‘Kosovo Killings
Called a Massacre,’’ and I just wanted
to read some of the article and then
ask to have the entire article put into
the RECORD, but the article starts off
by saying:

An independent forensic report into
the killings of 40 ethnic Albanians in
the Kosovo village of Racak in January
has found that the victims were un-
armed civilians executed in an orga-
nized massacre, some of them forced to
kneel before being sprayed with bullets
according to western sources familiar
with the report. The findings by Finn-
ish forensic experts set to be released
Wednesday in Pristina, the Kosovo cap-
ital, contradicts claims by officials of
the Serb led Yugoslav government that
the dead were armed ethnic Albanian
separatists or civilians accidentally
caught in a cross-fire between govern-
ment security forces and separatist
rebels. Western officials have blamed
the killings on government police.

It has been apparent for many years
now, but especially during the past sev-
eral months, that ethnic cleansing and
genocide has been going on in Kosova,
and by the way I say ‘‘Kosova’’ because
that is the way 92 percent of the people
who live there who are ethnic Alba-
nians pronounce it. They pronounce it
‘‘Kosova’’ and in my estimation, if that
is what the people who live there call
their land, that is what I call it. We
have said that ethnic cleansing and
genocide has been going on, and that is
why it is just so important for NATO
to be there. People who say that it is
not in our vital interests, I would
argue that it is in our vital interests to
stop genocide and also in the U.S. vital
interest to prevent a larger outbreak of
the war which would surely, if given a
chance, suck in many neighboring
countries, including the potential to
suck in NATO allies of Turkey and
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